Longelse Church

The church is situated on a high plateau with a wonderful view to Langelands-Belt and the
island of Lolland. Longelse church is a medieval church consisting of a Romanesque nave
with vaulted ceiling and late Gothic chancel. The porch is in the South, vestry to the North
and tower to the West. (Romanesque style = Norman style in England) The nave is constructed from cleft granite boulders on a granite plinth with profile and double roll mouldings. To
the north one of the old Romanesque windows has been preserved. The exterior of the porch
features a stepped gable surmounting three false, arched windows or niches framed by a
continuous recessed band. The letters FGALLLÆR 1830 indicate that the tower underwent a
complete restoration that year, at which time the church was part of the Tranekær Estate.
F(rederik) G(reve) A(hlefeldt) L(aurvig) L(ensgreve= Earl) L(angeland) R(ixingen).

Memorial

to the unknown,
who drowned in the
Langelands-Belt in
the War years 1943
- 1946. Dedicated in
2012.

www.fuglsboellekirke.dk

KChurch bell

Dates back to 1823, cast by Messrs. I.C.
& H. Gamst. The bell is engraved with the
following text: “In 1823 Lieutenant General Frederik, Earl of Ahlefeldt Laurvig had
this bell re-cast for Longelse church by
Messrs. I.C. & H. Gamst of Copenhagen.
– To the Honour of God”.

Granite Bas Relief
In the interior of
the porch there is
a granite bas relief
of a man bearing a
cross.

The Plinth
2 registrated gravestones

At the bottom of the tower there is a
section of the plinth with double cable
moulding.

have been declared of historic interest by
the museum.

The graves of Møllegård

have been declared of historic interest.

Altar piece

Communion Table

The communion Table is a Renaissance work from 1588. It has three painted
panels depicting the baptizing of Christ,
the Crucifixion and the Last Supper.

The altar piece is Renaissance style carpentry work from the early 1600´s In the
centre you see a plaster cast of the Figure og
Christ by Bertel Thorvaldsen (famous Danish
sculptor, 1768-1844). Along the lower part
of the altar piece are 4 cherubs. Above are
the 4 virtues: Fortituda (bravery/strength) –
woman carrying a pillar. Fides (faith) – woman carrying cross and bible. Spes (hope)
– woman carrying anchor and bird. Justitia
(justice) – woman with scales and sword. The
four evangelists are at the top of the altar
piece – from left to right; Luke with the oxen,
John with the eagle, Matthew with man, Mark
with the lion. Between them the two virtues:
Prudentia (prudence/wisdom) – woman with
staff and serpent and Sobrietas (moderation)
- woman with a jar from wich wine is mixed
in a bowl. At the very top King of Heaven on
his Throne. The remaining six persons on the
altar piece are unidentified.
The altar piece was renovated from 2011 to
2013 by the conservator Karsten Vikkelsø
Larsen.The backside was provided with new
wood, the colours and the gold were renewed
in such a way, that the altar piece to-day can
be seen with fine and bright colours.

The lace border

In December 2014 the church welcomed a new border made by Inga &
Lone Mortensen. The lace border today
is in the style of the period of Christian
V (1588-1648) and was made by Grethe Kromphardt In 1989.

Candle sticks

The Baroque candle sticks are in baluster pattern.

Church silver

The church silver consists of the late Gothic chalice and a wafer box from 1689.

Bible

The church bible is in Gothic script and
dates back to the period og Christian
IV. It was printed in 1633.

Photo of the
temporary
altar piece
painted by
the confirmation
candidates.
This altar
piece was
in use from
2011 - 2013.

Organ

The church organ was
built in 1989 by Messrs. Bruno Christensen
& Sons of Terkelsbøl
in Southern Jutland. It
has 12 voices, 2 manualt and pedals. The
face was designed by
Ebbe Lehn Petersen,
an Odense architect.

The boards listing
the previous vicars
and the hymn number boards.

Chair

In the chancel there is an old
chair with the Earl´s coronet at
the top of the back.

The new vicar boards
were consecrated
in the springtime of
2011. The boards
were made by the
carpenters Peter
Arne Pedersen &
Jens Hansen from the
carpenter-company
H&M Larsen A/S,
Rudkøbing.
The sign writer Lenda
Levin, Spodsbjerg
has painted the very
beautiful boards,
and Inga Mortensen
Rudkøbing has, via
the national archive
found the names of
the vicars.

Pulpit

The pulpit is Renaissance work from 1625
with pictures of the four
evangelists.

The light globe

was made by Keld Pihl Jensen, Fladmosen in 2004 after an order placed by the
local parish council.

Church ship

The ship´s model was built by Emil Rasmussen in the first half of the 20´th century. It is named “Ingeborg” after his wife,
and it is a model of the frigate “Jylland ”

The 2 medieval holy crosses

were found during the reconstruction of the church in late-gothic time and were restored by the
conservator Anne Marie Steensberg. The holy
crosses appeared with the church white wash
in 1998 and were in rather bad condition. The
renovation was made possible by a legacy in
2008 from Helge Watson Jensen, Espergærde.
The old crosses were cut through by enlargements of the sacristy and window
The conservator gave the holy crosses a preserving but also a refreshing renovation
At distance You can get a fine but also understandable impression of the whole holy crosses,
and at a close distance You can see where the
work of the conservator starts and where the
medieval period ends.

Photo of the
church benches

Mantle

The mantle was created by Kirsten Rasmussen, Tullebølle,
in 1984 and is sewn in various shades of green silk with gold
and silver embroidery. The green shades represent Trinity
and the design features such symbols as the dove, the fish,
the sun and the lily.

The alternative altar piece

The Baptism Font

Romanesque granite font with a cable
moulding encircling
the base and with a
copper tray holding a
silver dish.

was painted by the confirmation candidates and was in
use while the altar piece of the
church from the 1600-century
was renovated. It has now
been given to the Islands
funeral directors and is now
placed in the town chapel of
Rudkøbing.

The woodland churchyard.

Was planted in 2013-2014 and the local parish council is
looking forward to the trees becoming established.

